
United States Patent and Trademark Office 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/046,822 



01/17/2002 



Masahiro Samei 



513 7590 01/29/2004 

WENDEROTH, LIND & PONACK, L.L.P. 
2033 K STREET N. W. 
SUITE 800 

WASHINGTON, DC 20006-1021 



2002_0028A 



5386 



EXAMINER 



BEATTY, ROBERT B 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2852 

DATE MAILED: 01/29/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



prrk onr m/rm 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




Office Action Summary 


10/046,822 


SAMEI ET AL. 




Examin r 


Art Unit 


Wo 




Robert Beatty 


2852 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 7 January 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) |EI Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) KI Claim(s) 1-35 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) [X] Claim(s) 1-4.8-13 and 15-35 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 5-7 and 14 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) K| Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)[x]AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Internationa! Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) Kl Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) C] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) [3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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Art Unit: 2852 

1. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: 

a) The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required 
that is clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

b) on page 2, line 2; page 3, line 16; page 9, line 28, and throughout the 
specification, change "exiting" to --exciting--. 

c) The drawings are objected to because in Fig. 3, the indicator "W" is not 
shown (see page 11, line 9 of the specification). A proposed drawing correction or 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

d) Claims 5-7, and 14 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

in claim 5, lines 3 and 5, change "exiting" to --exciting--; 
in claim 6, line 2, change "exiting" to --exciting*-; 

in claim 7, lines 1-2, "said heat controllers are" lacks proper antecedent 
basis; the examiner suggests the applicant change this phrase to --said heat 
controller is*-; 

in claim 7, line 3, insert -a** before "longitudinal"; 

in claim 14, lines 1*2, a plurality of heat controllers has not been 
recited beforehand. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte QuayJe, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

JP '963 and JP '962 are the published Japanese priority documents by the 
instant inventors. Tomatsu '087, Hyllberg, Tomatsu '363, and Tomatsu '155 all 
teach a fixing device having electrical power transmitting members which are in 
contact with the inner circumferential surface of the heat roller. Fuji and Yoshizawa 
et al. teach thermally deformable heat controllers (bimetallic switches) external to a 
heating device. Kawazu, Goto et al. and Onishi (JP) teach bimetallic switches 
associated with belt type fixing devices. Sakata (Fig.s 29-34), Nbedi et al., Fujita 
(JP), Itsukida (JP), and JP '332 all teach bimetallic switches associated with a heat 
roller of a fixing device. 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert Beatty whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1372. The examiner can normally be reached on M~F from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Arthur Grimley, can be reached on (703) 308-1373. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703" 
308-1782. 




Robert Beatty 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 



January 8, 2004 



